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Bumper Aush production
expected in Rajshahi

RAJSHAHIL: Around 644 lakh tonnes of
Aush padkdy is expected to be produced from
246 lakh hectares of land in the division
during the current season,

Target has been set to procuce 4.89 lakh
tonnesof rice from 1,82 1akh hectares of land
in Rajshahi, Naogaon, Chapainawabgan)
and Natore districts under Rajshahi
agricultural zone while another 155 lakh
tonnes from 63,728 hectares in Bogura,
Joypurhat, Pabna and Sirajgan) districts
under Bogura agricultural zone,

Sirajul Islam, Additional Director of
the Department of Agriculture Extension
(DAE), said a total of 69,300 small and
marginal farmers received seed and
fertilisers as Incentives worth around
Taka 6.07 crore for the cultivation of Aush
paddy in the current Kharif-1 season in
the division.

The beneficiary farmers were given five
kilograms of high yielding seed, 20
Kilograms of diammonium phosphate and
10 Kilograms of potash fertilisers for aush
paddy cultivation on one bigha of land each
free of cost under the government's
agricultural incentive programme.

Ahad Ali, 35, a farmer of Ishwaripur
village under Godagari Upazila, received the

incentives expressing his gratitude to the
government for standing beside them.
Another marginal farmer Muhammad
Karim, 47, of Fulbari village is now happy
after getting the incentives.

“We have already completed the incentive
distribution activities in Godagari Upazila,”

sald  Atanu  Sarker,  Sub  Assistant
Agriculture OfMicer,

Agriculturist Sirajul Islam said the
agricultural incentives will help boost aush
paddy production as the country's total
production will be enhanced while the
government has attached highest priority to
the agriculture sector to cope with the
present pandemic situation,

He salid the aush farming is very much
cost effective as it requires less production
cost and faces less natural calamity. On the
other hand, some new paddy varieties
released by Bangladesh Rice Research
Institute (BRRI) have been playing a vital role
in boosting aush rice through mitigating the
crises of frrigation water in the division.

BRRI Principal Scientific Officer Dr
azlul Islam said some of the new varieties
including the BRRI dhan<8 have gained
popularity among farmers in the Barind
tract during the last couple of vears,



