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BRRI, IRRI to develop

short-duration rice
varieties for Haor

........................ STAFF CORRESPONOENT
Bangladesh Rice Research Institute (BRRID)
and International Rice Research Institute
(IRRI) will develop short duration and cold tol-
erance rice varieties in greater Haor region.

“Rice cultivation in the Haor areas, which
account for one-fifth of the total rice produc-
tion in Bangladesh, has been facing trouble
due to climate change. To tackle this, rice
growers in the Haor regions need short dura-
tion, cold-tolerant and high yielding vari-
eties,” said Kamalaranjan Das additional sec-
retary of the Ministry of Agriculture.

He disclosed it at an online workshop or-
ganised by International Rice Research Insti-
tute (IRRI) on Monday

A new flive-year research project, titled “De-
velopment of Short-duration Cold-tolerant
Rice Varieties for Haor Areas of Bangladesh™
that funded by Krishi Gobeshona Foundation
(KGI), was launched at the workshop yester-
day. Bangladesh Rice Research Institute
(BRRI) becomes a partner of this project.

IRRI played a vital role in ensuring food se-
curity here, said Kamalaranjan Das. This
new project would help to bring a positive
change in the lives of the Haor people and
also contribute in food and nutrition security,
he said.

“Boro paddy is the main crop in the Haor
areas. But almost every year, flash flood in
April caused by heavy rainfall in upstream
submerges almost the entire Boro yield, The
Boro season usually begins in mid-Novembenr,
but many farmers start sowing in late October
to avoid Nash Nood.”

It means the reproduction time falls in Jan.
nary-February, increasing the risk of winter
diseases, he pointed out. “So, farmers in Haor
areas need is short-duration (120-140 days),
cold-tolerant and high vielding varieties.”

The aim of this new project is to develop
such varieties, according to him.

BRRI Director General Dr: Md. Shahjahan
Kabir said, “Population of Bangladesh is in-
creasing at the rate of 1.37 percent per vear
but arable land is decreasing at 0.4 percent.
Moreover, the global climate change has been
continuously challenging the country’s food
security”

IRRI Director General Dr: Mathew Morrell
said the critical climactic challenges that the
Haor areas in Bangladesh face are going to in-
tensify in the future due to the global climate
change. So, developing cold tolerant, short du-
ration and high yielding rice varieties is an
imperative for building resilience.

IRRI's Head of Plant Breeding Division Dr
Hansraj Bhadwaj, South Asia Representative
Dr Nafees Meah and Bangladesh Representa-
tive Dr Humnath Bhandari were also present
at the workshop among others.
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