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angladesh is proud to have

Oy Suceess stories over fhe

Years, especially in achieving

selfreliance in production of
food, Livestock and fishery in the coun-
fry: I happy to share with you one
siuch sucoessstory. Legands speak, once
1pon a time households in Bangladesh
were abundant in riee, fish and cattle.
Howeer, beig a small delaie comntry
of land searcity the increase of popula-
tion, depletion of eultivable land, re-
peated natural calamities and sxies of
faines, e to deckine in rice produc
tion. Bangladesh became & chronic
food-defieitland.

[ 1978 with our independence, we
inherited a food defiit country
Achieving selfreliance in ice produe
Hion s in a sense synonymous with the
Riseof Bangladesh. As the staple food
of our people, ice s synonymous with
food seeurity for Bangladesh.

Historieally, we have never been
food sufficient. We were always in
chronie food shortage. Millions of peo-
ple had died in famine and several mil-
lions had suffered from hunger and
malmutrition. Evenafter independence,
the situation was not much improved.
Realising this criical seenaio, Father
of the Nation Bangabandin Sheikh
Niujibur Rahman twged the agriculu
al graduates and scientists in 1973, at
Bangladesh Agricultaral University
(BAU) o produce move ice o meetthe
requirement of country's ver-inereas-
ing population, because he was wnable
fo procure rice anywhere from the
world despite all effords. So, oneof his

Rice and Rise of Banglades

prioity policy wasto make Bangladesh
selfrelfant in food production, This
Was the direction or inspiration given
fo the rice scientists immediaely after
Independence to ensure food security
Inspired by Bangabandhs divectives,
the rice scientists of Bangladash, with
thedr relentless efforts, innovated vark
s (HYV) High Yielding Varieties of
Rice

n the mid-seventies, the “Miracle
Rice" [RS and vevolutionary year-round
tice variety BRS, brought the first
breakthrough in ow national faod pro-
duction, After Bangabandhs unfortu
nate assassination, the revolution was
Clogged for & longtime. In 199,
Bangabandt's worthy - danghter
Prinne Minister Sheikh Hasina came o
power ina kandslide victory in national
pariamentary election, and ook neges-
sty steps to boost food production to
make the country selfsuficent, For
the first time, we achieved selfsuffi-
ciency in food especially in rice, Our
PN vras awarded the prestizious Ceres
Medal by the Food and Agriculture
Organization (FA) for this tremen-
dousachicvement.

Since independence, owr population
increased two and half times bu rice
production has increased more than
three and half fold which reflects the
staecess story of our tioe seientists, ex-
fension agents and farmers, with the
strong support of the proagriculture
government led by Prime Minister
Shedkh Hasina. Again in2013,she made
thecountry notonly selfreliantinfood,
bt also enabled s to be a food strplus

country by showing cowrage to export
tiee abroad, Bangladesh Rice Research
nstitute (BRRI) isa key contributor be:
hin this tremendous achievement,

In 2015, BRRI has formulated Rice
Vision for 2080 and beyond; estimating
projected riee requivement for 203,
241 and 2050, The projected require-

echnologies wegot the momentumeand
lveady exceeded theprochuction target
For example- During Tast ten years,
(2008-19) period rice production has in-
creasee] (0 0.6 MT year-1 and this year it
il be even more than expected rate
According to acent statistics of
1SDA, Bangladesh has the highest av-
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Rice production increased more than three and
hal folds during 1971-72 to 2018-19
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Growing selonc for food security

ments ate 965, 420 and 448 million
fons respectively; to meet the demand
of 160, 208 and 215 million people. To
achieve those said milestones, our pro-
(uction tavget would be 40, ¢ and 4
moillon tons respectively having st
plus of about 0 MT peryear Usingour
high yielding new varieties and new

Source: BRRI & B35

erage vioe yield in South Asia as per
wworld standand. During 20130 produc-
tion vears, Bangladesh is going to
clinch thind place beating Indonesia in
global rice production with an in-
creased output of 38 54 rillion fons en-
abling surplus of 40 M megting re-
quirements for 1670 nrillion people, in-

luding 1.2 rillion Rohingya refugees,

Bangladesh has emergee as & global
model for combating hunger and ob-
tained great suceess in becoming a
country of food surplus from chronic
food shortage, Atthe time of independ-
ence in 1971, it was beyond anyone's
magination that a tiny piece of land in
the South Asian region called
Bangladesh will perform 8o tremen:
dously that it will exceed several do-
mestic as well international agencles’
favgets on econormic pecformance,

[nitially, BRRI's main tavget was o
produce morerice in ess land and feed-
ing the ever increasing population of
the country. But with the increase of
percapita income and socio-economie
condition, demand and tastef thepeo-
Dlehave changed. Now, they prefer fn-
e and more muritions rice. Moreover
Bangladesh will have to flfl the goals
of SDG by 2030, and one of the fmpor:
tant goals of SDG is doubling the pro-
dloctivity elong with nuhitious and safe
food. So, BRRI has given special em-
phasts on producing nutrient enriched
and export quality premium ice vari
eties, With vield contributing atieid-
tes, Selenists aze giving more impor:
fanceonnuirient atributes nogoing
and future riee research and develop-
ment plan,

BRRI has so far developed and re-
Jeased 102 modern vareties (49 Inbreed
and 7Hybrid) of them 2 arestres tol
erantof which 10 ae saine tolerant,
heee submergence, three drought, four
cold, two tidal submergence, one senr-
deep water and one dual tolerant

(Sal+Sub). In addition, 13 preminm
quality five Zn-enriched and three Low
GT (Glycaenic [ndes) vice for diabetic
patients have been developed. It 1§ re
ported that, more than 80 per cent of to-
tal vice area of the counry has been
covered by BRRI released variety and
its contribution to national rice pro-
lnction is abovt 91 per cent,

We know, Rice is a major ctop in
Bangladesh which provides >70 per
cent ealovies and »65 et cent protein,
Therefore, ice is not justonly afood or
commodity for Bangladeshis but it i
the daily necessities for the peaple. We
sl tosay, Rice s itk in Bangladesh, If
Wefailed to produce sufficient vice, il
Lions of people would have been food
vefagees and erores of people could die,
Moreover, we would have had to spend
most of our domestic income for fn-
porting food and feed. But instead of
struggling for food and poverty vedue
tion, Bangladesh is now showing
cowage to Implement million dollars
projects from its national income.
Among ofher key development indica-
fors, his has been visualized by world
famous media “South China Morning
Post" i a piece titled - ‘The Big Story:
The Rise-and Rise of Bangladesh’ But
behind the entire success indicator the
iggest secret was our persistent food
security o behind the big story e
want fo sy “Rice is Rise in
Bangladesh”,
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