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m_ﬁ QIeng &S WWW Agriculture Minister appeals to the farmers

fer $ae-3aN ©IF @ @I, Dear farmers,

ST SRS | SN SiCA Assalamu Alaikum. You know
eI Gl o . qiorz | [ population of Bangladesh is increasing
GPTAT e SR AR SR day by day. According to the last
2T Sb @IS | TN FeIE &fS 9%a @l population census population of
TR R0 TF N | T foqwd SWTE Bangladesh is about 16 crores. Twenty
Sfefes 4y P TAMET LTS (T lakhs people are adding each year to
& ' % : & i & the line of our population. For the sake
W ;;::,I%Wq L e, m\‘)' of what we have to produce three
N ! ; g lakhs metric tons of extra food grains
et T, 4, ], T annually. On the other hand, cultivable
SN ﬂw o9 A $ TR (T, [ ATOR R WS land is shrinking every year. In
I 21, QTR W o) efefare gufes M‘”’”/Ch"wdh””)’ addition, natural calamities like flood,
YA T2 | Oy AW SRR AT FSFFIFS! I draught, salinity, water resurgence/cyclone etc are
0 fome o 7Rif SafR, ©Y8 AN 0 AT (T threatening our agricultural production (crops,
© RS R(E QAR AP SIS i IR © cattle, poultry and fishes). In the meantime, even

T (B <4y ¢ <2 farerer e 1 1 d fishes). In th i
FACS A, (GPIR P IIFR NG ¥ & (e A4 though we have achieved self-sufficiency in food
T T 0O A | T o BT production and exporting rice abroad, See Page 3

e IIEADBIET A@TN oF Black rice research initiatives in BRRI

DI SRR TG,
g, Awper, e @3 SpfeSrRre s
A | 8 @t TG FEACE WO TH o
R T | Q B &y e o, Rwrere |
THieE | fq@ cAfeEe () @3 T
o R | AR 8 4T Y00 AT
JEABIET e [ | eg Bieas o of anthocyanin.

W% ICADGEE SERM W O L . 4  Due to the nutraceutical properties
Rererr ¢ S ¢ @t @fSTAIE  srry pirecior General Dr Bhagya Rani Baniksrrr V1ACK Tice has got immense potential
WWWW | ﬁ?{ﬁ]@f{g Direc.tor (Admin'istration and Covmmon Service) D Md both in domestic as well as overseas
@W’ m’ RS, W R Shahjahan Kabir and BRRI Director (Research) Dr market. BRRI Director (Research) took

Md Ansar Ali visited black rice experimental field at e c
TN PTG IS O ZOR | BRRI premises recently while Head of the BRRI GON the initiatives to conduct black rice
QTET?{T e CHOIES IS m I Division Dr Muhammad Ali Siddiquee briefed them. research here. There are about 200
TFOTIN, T G S GO GomITAR S @R 2 | types of black rice varieties in the
SR TR T T, @S Soo AW THITFS SR world. Only China possesses 62% of global production of
I ST ST AT AR @ (w.e W) | black rice and it has developed 52 HYV black rice varieties
éﬁ.ﬁhﬁaﬂ ST, SIS, 432 SIBRT ST FATG 9.5, 9.0 €3 with high yield characteristics and multiple resistances. China
N < \

8 A 5 & 4R cultivates most of the black rice followed by Sri Lanka,
;%:‘T; a W:“:;_;fﬁ ot o i A Indonesia, India, Thailand and Philippines etc.

Black rice is especially rich in
- | anthocyanin pigments, phytochemicals,
protein, vitamins, minerals and
antioxidant properties. It's a high value
crop having nutraceutical traits. The
bran hull (outermost layer) of black
rice contains one of the highest levels
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