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A Few Words about PARTNER Project
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angladesh now enjoys the status of a
lower-middle-income country. Now the
goal is to achieve middle-income coun-
try status by 2031 and high-income
country status by 2041. Keeping that
goal in mind, the country’s policymakers have pre-
pared various plans. All the plans except Perspec-
tive Plan 2021-2041 and Delta Plan 2100 are
short-term - for five years. Perspective Plan 2021-
2041 is for twenty years and aims to strengthen
research on food security and nutrition. Delta Plan
2100 is a centennial plan. The main objective of
this plan is to ensure a safe and climate-resilient
prosperous country with water and food security.
The recently used term Climate Smart Agriculture
is specifically mentioned in the Country Invest-
ment Plan: 2021-25. Although the context of these
plans is slightly different, the objective in terms of
agricultural development is almost the same. They
are achieving sustainable food security, increasing
cropping intensity through crop diversification,
promoting nutrient-rich crops, focusing on im-
proving and preserving soil health, ensuring effi-
cient use of water, introducing mechanisation with
appropriate technology, using renewable energy in
irrigation and agriculture mechanisation, familiar-
ising eco-friendly fertiliser and pest management,
snowballing cultivation of high-value fruits and
crops, strengthening natural resource manage-
ment, confirming economic utilisation of marine
resources (blue economy), following good agricul-
wural practices for all crops, creating opportunities
for rural entrepreneurship, introducing farm-
ers-friendly market management, etc. Even the
Sustainable Development Goal’s (SDG) targets on
agricultural poverty alleviation, food security and
water and aquatic resource management are fairly
close. The application of artificial intelligence in ag-
riculture to keep pace with the Fourth Industrial
Revolution is very much related to precision and
climate-smart agriculture. They are in considera-
tion in some of the plans.  The same is applied to
livestock, poultry and fisheries. The point is that
agriculture should be enriched with an integrated
approach of crop-livestock, poultry and fish-based
agriculture for the well-being of agriculture and the
environment. For this, an up-to-date research
structure and manpower should be developed to
combine conventional agricultural research with
molecular, genetic engineering and digital technol-
ogies. Only then we can think of a smart agriculture
system in the near future.
Although necessary, the government alone can-
not execute such a huge task. The assistance of an

organisation like the World Bank (WB) is required.
The WB’s contribution to our economic develop-
ment from the time of independence to till date has
been very important. This amount is USD35bn
(Tk38,500cr). As a result, the economic progress of
Bangladesh was not affected significantly even un-
der the stress of the coronavirus crisis or unstable
world conditions. The WB’s first grant to Bangla-
desh after independence was $50m. Recently,
Bangladesh has developed a Country Partnership
Framework with the WB to maintain sustainable
economic growth, enhance resilience against cli-
mate change and increase human capital. The ten-
ure of this framework is from 2023 to 2028. The
WB’s total allocation to this partnership is $1.25bn,
which will be spent through three projects. Under
this framework, the first project is rtoday’s
much-discussed Programme on Agricultural and
Rural Transformation for Nutrition, Entrepreneur-
ship, and Resilience (PARTNER) project worth
$500m. The foundation of this project is based on
the Eighth Five-Year Plan. This money is received
as credit from the WB'’s International Development
Association: IDA project. At the same time, the In-
ternational Fund for Agricultural Development
(IFAD) is giving $43m to PARTNER projects. The
second project is the First Green and Climate Resil-
ient Development Credit of the same value. The
third is Sustainable Microenterprise and Resilient
Transformation (SMART) worth $250m.
Department of Agricultural Extension (DAE) is
the lead agency to implement this project under
the guidance of the Ministry of Agriculture and in
association with many other strategic partners.
The objective of the PARTNER project is to de-
velop and popularise sustainable agricultural tech-
nologies, improve existing nutritional status, create
opportunities for rural agro-based enterprises and
foster them, and increase climate resilience.
Achieving and maintaining food security through
diversifying agro-food systems, preparing agro-en-
terprise sectors and increasing and expanding cli-
mate resilience are essential. Subsistence agricul-
ture is no longer sufficient for agriculture and rural

livelihood improvement. Commercial agriculture is
an important issue for the overall development of
the country. Along with food production, it is nec-
essary to ensure community nutrition through safe
and nutritious food production, generate entrepre-
neurship (agriculture-based rural industry), intro-
duce disciplined agricultural marketing channels
through congenial public and private partnerships,
build adaptation capacity to an increasingly hostile
environment, etc. There is a need for proper infra-
structure and human resources development for
multifaceted research and development in related
fields. Also, it is not just about increasing agricul-
tural production through sustainable agricultural
practices. Improving efficiency in the use of agri-
cultural inputs, protecting soil health and main-
taining biodiversity are some of the important is-
sues. Carrying agri-services to farmers’ doorsteps
through a digital approach, ensuring safe food and
developing and promoting women and youth en-
trepreneurship, etc. are required too. The PART-
NER project is expected to address all these issues.

Global cooperation is essential to create a
trained and skilled workforce. That cooperation is
available through this project. Agriculture and the
general population of Bangladesh are always vic-
tims of a hostile climate. This irony is increasing as
global temperature rises which is both difficult to
avoid and to endure. In some cases, it seems impos-
sible. That is why this project has started working
to disseminate agricultural technologies that are
resilient to the hostile environment. The project
also initiated working to develop technologies to
satisfy the demand of today or the near future.

The lifespan of the project is from July 2023 to
December 2028. The work of the project has start-
ed along with various medium-term projects under
the Ministry of Agriculture. Its activities are divid-
ed into three flows, agricultural extension, agricul-
tural research, and agricultural market manage-
ment. | believe, during the operation, an integrated
approach to all these flows will be an enormous
help to achieve the SDG and move the country to
the upper-middle income level by 2031.



