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No need to import rice
this vear: Razzaque

Daily Sun Report, Diaka

Asriculture Minister NMuhammad Abdur Ra=z-
zaqgue on Monday said there is mno need to import
rice this yvyear as the country is self-sufficient in ce-
real production.

“*Millers want to give rice to the public warehouses
as thhey are setting higher prices from the scovernment.
The price of rice is now declining. Food shortages usu-
ally occur in the Bangla month of Ashwin, but this
time it would not happen.”™ he told a seminar, orsan-
ised by thhe Bangladesh Agricultural Journalist Forum

(BAJF) at the CIRDA P conference room.
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The minister said Kazi
Badruddoza is not only a
pioneer of agriculture in
Bangladesh but also he
contributed to the Nation-
al Agricultural Master
Plan of Vietnam.

“Kazi Badruddoza had
started the transforma-
tion of agriculture in
Bangladesh. He developed
the traditional agricul-
ture into a science-based
one, the benefits of which
we are enjoying now,”
Razzaque said at the event
titled “Agriculture Trans-
formation of Bangladesh:
Contribution of Kazi M
Badruddoza”

“But the second phase
of the transformation is
now a big challenge. Now

mechanisation has to be
done from paddy planting
to threshing. Apart from
this, all aspects of agricul-

ture should be mod-
ernised and commer-
cialised.”

“The agricultural land
is shrinking but the popu-
lation is increasing. Cli-
mate change is also in-
creasing risk. Amid the
adversities, we must boost
productivity,” he said.

The tenure to develop
new varieties of crops
should bring down to 2-3
years from 7-8 years, said
the minister.

“The prices of potatoes
have increased. We have
to introduce improved po-
tato varieties that can pro-
duce 30-35 maunds of po-
tatoes per hectare. If you

can increase its produc-
tion, you will get more po-
tatoes in less land,” he
added.

BAJF President Golam
Iftekhar Mahmud presided
over the event while Gener-
al Secretary Sahanwar
Saeed Shaheen moderated
the programme.

Bangladesh Rice Re-
search Institute (BRRI)
Director General Md
Shahjahan Kabir,
Bangladesh Agricultural
Research Institute (BARI)
Director General Deba-
sish Sarker, former direc-
tor general of the Depart-
ment of Agricultural Ex-
tension (DAE) Hamidur
Rahman, and ACI
Agribusinesses President
FH Ansarey spoke at the
seminar.



