
Outstanding Performance and Achievement  

of Bangladesh for  graduation from LDCs: 

Pathway and review 

 



European trade and rule in South Asia 

Europe:  

ü was mainly doing trade in the world economy during 15 century 

üThe main catalyst for the period of European exploration. 

×To search for the wealth and prosperity of India led to the accidental 

"discovery" of the Americas by Christopher Columbus in 1492.  

×Only a few years later, near the end of the 15th 

century, Portuguese sailor Vasco da Gama became the first European to re-

establish direct trade links with India since Roman times (1497ï1499).  
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British colony and partition of India 

×Trading rivalries among the European brought other European powers 
to India like Dutch Republic, England, France, and Denmark-
Norway. They all established trading in India in 17th century. 

×However, the colonial era in India began in 1502, when the Portuguese 
Empire established the first European trading centre at Kollam, Kerala. 

×In the later 18th century, Great Britain and France struggled for 

dominance, partly through proxy Indian rulers but also by direct military 

intervention.  

×The defeat of the redoubtable Indian ruler Tipoo Sultan in 1799 

marginalized the French influence. Defeat of Tipu sultan was followed 

by a rapid expansion of British power through the greater part of South 

Asia in the early 19th century. 
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Modern Bangladesh 

×After second world war, partition of India was the process of dividing the 

subcontinent  in 1947  

üThe northern, predominantly Muslim sections of India became the nation of 

Pakistan.  

ü The southern and majority Hindu section became the Republic of India. 

× Finally East part (Bangladesh) was separated as independent with the territory 

of 147,570 km from Pakistani right after 9 months bloody war in 1971. 

  Why? 

  Economic and political deprivation 

  Persecution and mass killing 

  Cultural harassment  

×The price of independent were 3 millions of innocent souls and 0.2 million 

women  raped. 

×Bangladesh was given the status of member by UN on 17 September, 1974 as 

136th country 

http://asianhistory.about.com/od/pakistan/p/PakistanProf.htm
http://asianhistory.about.com/od/india/p/indiaprof.htm
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Population trajectory 
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Projection of population by 2100 
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UN First development decade 

ÅIn 1961, the first United Nations development decade was launched to mark a 

major worldwide endeavor  

Vto create stability and wellbeing 

Vto ensure minimum standard of living consistent with human dignity  

through social and economic progress and development.   

ÅSoon after a decade, countless millions of people appeared to be still in pitiful 

condition. 

VUndernourishment, Uneducated, and Unemployed 

VWant of other amenities of life in developing countries 

ÅBut people in a part of the world lived in great comfortable and  affluent 

condition 

ÅTerrible situation and disparity  continued to be widen that contributed to the 

aggravation of world tension 



UN Second development decade 

ÅIn  1970 United Nation General Assembly (UNGA) Resolutions  

 ñ2626 (XXV)  International Development strategy for  second UN 

Development Decadeò A solemn pledge was  given to continue the effort 

toward new international order 

ÅOn the thresholds of 1970s, governments dedicate themselves a new to 

fundamental objective enshrined in the UN first development decade.  

ÅTherefore, 1970s was designated as second UN development decade and 

pledged collectively or individually to create more rational social and economic 

order 

ÅAverage annual rate of growth was at least 6% in GDP during this decade 

V4% in Agricultural output 

V8% in manufacturing output  

 

 



Mid-decade review and appraisal 

A.Toward a new economic order:  

the collective performance is quite good in first half of second development 

decade but implementation of development strategy is very disappointing. 

 

B. Mid  point review: A retrospective look 

In 1973 through 1974, increasing oil price resulted in  price hike of all 

commodities eventually leading to rapid inflation combined with recession. 

But growth of GDP in many developing countries rose to 6% per annum.  

Harvest failures led to heavy purchases of food that severely affected the less 

developed one in South Asia. 

Creation of employment could not be kept pace with the increasing labor 

force leading to worsen income distribution and pushed huge people below 

poverty line. 

 

 



The term of trade in developing countries was as a whole improved 

as result of oil price but not true for many countries: Argentina, Brazil, 

Bangladesh and India. 

Even though the target of second development decade which was 

apparently met, was very turbulence meaning that there was extreme 

disparity and extraordinary failures. 

C. Therefore,  the policies priorities emerged: 

 Linkages among development policies 

 Agriculture, food policies and rural development. 

 Industrial development 

 Trade policies 

 Financial and technical cooperation  



Responsible committee 
In  1965 

Committee for Development Planning was established by Economic and Social 
Council (ECOSOC) resolution 1079 (XXXIX) as a subsidiary body of the Council. 
Committee members work on development planning and execution. 

In  1998  
The Committee was renamed as the Committee for Development Policy (CDP). The 
Committee is also responsible to accomplish triennial review of the list of LDCs and  
monitor the progress even after graduation: 

added to the list of LDCs 

graduated from LDCs and  

 The annual meeting held in March or April for five working days. 

 The agreed topics and drafts its report and submitted to the Council in July. 

 



Definition of LDCs 
Definition of LDCs: 

low-income  

Constantly suffer with severe structural impediments to sustainable development  

highly vulnerable to economic and environmental shocks 

low levels of human assets. 

Concept of LDCs 
The category of LDCs was officially  declared in 1971 UN General Assembly  

to attract more international support for the disadvantaged members of UN. 

Initially  started with 25 LDCs and now 47 countries on the list of LDCs 

Characteristics of LDCs 
 Low per capita income and widespread poverty 

 lack of capital and weak human asset 

 High population and dependency 

 Massive unemployment and weak institutional capacities 

 Predominance of agriculture 

 Vicious cycle of low productivity and investment 

 Suffer from political instability, government crises and external conflict 



Spatial distribution of LDCS 



What?.........between LDC and MIC 

 



Noteworthy that: 
Main three criteria was established in 1971 UNGA : 

per capita GDP 

 Share of manufacture in total output 

 Literacy ratio 

Based on then available information, four countries were excluded from 
the LDCs:  

 Bangladesh 

 Central Africa Republic 

 Democratic Yemen 

 Gambia 

However, fortunately Bangladesh got the inclusion in 1975. 



Pathway to graduate from LDCs 

Year  0(first triennial) CDP: Finds country eligible (first finding) 

DESA: Notifies countries 

Between years 0 and 3 UNCTAD: Prepare vulnerability profile 

DESA: Prepare ex ante impact assessment (both report circulated to country for comments) 

Year 3 (second triennial  

review) 

Graduation country: Oral presentation at preparatory EGM; written  statement to CDP plenary 

(both voluntary 

CDP: CDP: Confirm eligibility criteria (second finding)  

ECOSOC: takes action on CDP recommendations 

General assembly: Takes note of CDP recommendation 

Between years 3 and 6  Graduating country: Establishes consultative mechanism; prepares transition strategy; report to 

CDP on preparation of strategy (voluntary);  UNDP: Facilitates consultative group; provides support 

(if requested ); UN system: provides targeted assistance and capacity building (if requested); 

Development and trading partners: participate in consultative mechanism. 

CDP: Monitors development progress during the period and reports to the council 

Years 6  Graduation becomes effectives 

After  6 Graduated  country: Implements and monitors the transition strategy , voluntarily submit annual 

report (for first three years after graduation and triennial report to CDP (at 2 triennial review)  

Development and trading partners: Support the implementations of transition strategy; no abrupt 

reduction of LDC specific support. 

CDP: Monitor development progress ; report to the councils annually for the first three years after 

graduation during 2 triennial reviews thereafter 



Change in criteria over times   



Current Criteria to identify the LDCs  

Income (USD) 

Computed using 
Atlas method-three 
years average .  

For instance review 
in 2015, the average 
was of 2011-13 

Human Asset index 
(original indicator values 

converted into indices from 0-
100) 

% of population 
undernourished 

Mortality rate of children  
aged five and under 

Gross secondary enrollment 

Adult literacy rate  

Economic Vulnerability index 

(original indicator values converted into 
indices from 0-100) 

Exposure Index 

i. Population 

ii. Remoteness 

iii. Merchandise export concentration 
(Economic structure) 

iv. Share of agriculture, forestry, and fishery 
(economic structure) 

v. Share of population in low elevated coastal 
zone (Environment) 

Shock Index 

vi. Instability of export (Trade shock) 

vii. Victims of natural Disaster (Natural 
shock) 

viii. Instability of Agricultural production  


