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Anwar Faruk (Right), former agriculture secretary, speaks at

2

a roundtable titled "Quality Vegetable

.fi !

Seed Production and Certification" at the Daily Star Bhaban in the capital on Saturday. Jibon
Krishna Biswas, Director General of Bangladesh Rice Research Institute (BRRI) was present.

Self-Sufficiency in Food

Stress on building seed
production capacity

Speakers at a roundtable on
Saturday said that if it is mot
possible to build own capacity
in seed production then self-
sufficiency of the country in
food will be valnerable.

They urged the gsovernment
to take a long-term effort
through the Public Private
Partnership (PPP) designating
the reputed private companies
in seed production, not giving
loan but allocating grants for
them.

The Daily Star and Katalyst
Jointly organised the round-
table styled "Quality vegetable
seed production and certifica-
tion" at the Daily Star Bhaban
in the capital. Former agricul-
Ture secretary Anwvwar Faruk at-
tended the roundtable as chief
suest while Director General of
Bangladesh Rice Research In-
stitute (BRRI), Jibon Krishna
Biswas was present as special
guest.

Arnwar Faruk said,
Bangladesh is gradually sain-
ing self sufficient in seed pro-
duction. and the guality of lo-
cally produced seeds is wvery
high. Now some wvarieties of
seeds are also being exported
to other countries after meet-
ing local demands, he added.

Mentioning adulteration in
seed, Anwar Faruk said all the
problems will be resolved if
the market monitoring system
is strengsthened. "Adulteration
is causing harm to seed, this
has to be stopped at any cost, if
necessary there should have
punitive measures taken by
adopting regulations in this re-
gard. Although we have laws.
there is no such implementa-
tion of it", Faruk added. He
said the government is not for
doing business, the private sec-
tor will do business and gowv-
ernment will provide policy
supports and facilitate the pri-
vate entrepreneurs. This is
also not government's job to
bring the sector under a bind-
ing, he added.

Mentioning that the
changes are being brought in
the policy, he urged the private
sector stakeholders to give in-
put so that the law can be
stronger. Laving emphasis on
conducting research in seed
production, he said research is
a tough job and much more ex-
pensive and so research has to
be conducted in joint venture.
Special Supplement Editor of
Daily Star, Shahnoor Wahid,
Chief of Seed Wing, Agricul-
ture Ministry Azim Uddin,
General Secretary of

Bangladesh Seed Association,
FR Malik, Deputy Director of
Seed Certification, Gazipurn D
MA. Zakir Hossain, Producer of
Miati o Manush' of BTV, Rejaul
Karim Siddik, Managing Diec-
tor of Lal Teer Seed Company
MMahbub Anam. Senior Gener-
al Manager of hMital Agsro, Kir-
ishibid Afzal Hossain, Profes-
sor of Sher-e-Bangla Agricul-
ture University, Dr NMd. Nazrul
Islam, Principal Scientific Offi-
cer of BARI, D hWMd. Touhidur
Rahman, Producer of Agricul-
ture Program of ATN Bangla
MMir Emdad Ali, Program Head
of BRAC Agro, Sudhir Chan-
dra Nath, Executive Coordina-
tor of Partex Agro, Abdus Sat-
tar and Dr Ferdousi Begum
were present in the roundtable.

Regional Farm Broadcast-
ing (MTicer, Agriculture Infor-
mation Service, Rangpur re-
gion, Md. Abu Savem prescent-
ed kevnote paper while Reaz
Achmed of Daily Star moderat-
ed the roundtable.

In the keynote paper Abu
Sayem said Bangladesh over
last decade has made signifi-
cant improvement in vegetable
production. According to FAQ,
Bangladesh is dominating in
wvegetable production and is oc-
cupying 3rd position in the
world in vegetable production.




